
 
 

Teacher’s Guide  

Mary (Get To Know series)  
by Nancy I. Sanders 

 
Let’s Do What Anna Did! 
Read-Aloud Story and Activity 
 
Read the following story aloud to your students. When finished, create a bulletin board 
with your students to tell others about Jesus just as Anna did. Start by dividing students 
into 12 groups. Assign each group a different chapter in the book Mary (Get To Know 
series). Invite each student to search for one fact about Jesus in his or her assigned 
chapter. Have students write their facts and illustrate them on pieces of construction 
paper. Then display these papers on a bulletin board titled, “Jesus: Did You Know?” Here 
are examples of facts about Jesus from each chapter. 
Chapter 1: The New Testament tells the history and beliefs of Jesus. (page 17) 
Chapter 2: The angel Gabriel told Mary she would have a son named Jesus. (page 22) 
Chapter 3: Mary rubbed baby Jesus with salt after he was born. (page 31) 
Chapter 4: Anna saw baby Jesus at the temple. (page 37) 
Chapter 5: Jesus lived with his family in the town of Nazareth. (page 43) 
Chapter 6: Jesus learned how to be a carpenter. (page 54) 
Chapter 7: Jesus may have learned to write on a limestone tablet. (page 56) 
Chapter 8: When Jesus was twelve, his parents found him at the temple. (page 65) 
Chapter 9: Jesus and his friends went to a wedding in Cana. (page 72) 
Chapter 10: Jesus told people he was the Messiah. (page 79) 
Chapter 11: The Jewish leaders planned to kill Jesus. (page 85) 
Chapter 12: Mary believed Jesus was the Messiah, the Christ. (page 91) 
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Discussion Questions and Activities that support Common Core 
 
Show students the photograph of the temple model on page 36 of Mary (Get To Know 
series). Invite them to draw a large picture of the temple on a sheet of construction paper. 
Have them glue a flap of paper over the large doorway in the front so that the flap opens 
like the door. Cut several sheets of paper that will fit underneath the flap when stacked on 
top of each other. Instruct students to write on the small sheets of paper a narrative 
retelling the event of Anna seeing baby Jesus in the temple. Include details, facts, 
quotations, or other information that describe what Anna did, thought, or felt when she 
saw Jesus. When finished, stack the papers in order and staple them across the top. Be 
sure the last page is blank on the back. Glue the last page behind the door flap of their 
picture of the temple. Have students take turns opening the door flap on each other’s 
temples and reading their narratives. (W.2.3, W.3.2.B, W.4.2.B, W.5.2.B) 
 
Invite students to discuss and respond to the following questions with one other partner, 
within a small group, and in a teacher-led environment. (SL.2.1, SL.3.1, SL.4.1, SL.5.1) 
 
What special place did Anna stay at to worship God? What special place do you go to for 
worshipping God? 
 
What are some of the prayers Anna prayed? What are some of the prayers you pray? 
 
What are some of the ways people express their thanksgiving and worship for God? 
 
What did Anna tell others about Jesus? What would you like to tell others about Jesus? 
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Let’s Do What Anna Did! 

By Nancy I. Sanders 

(Based on Luke 2:36-40) 

 

 Do you know Anna? Anna lived at the Temple. The Temple was the place where 

people worshipped God. Anna loved being at the Temple because Anna loved God! She 

often thought about how wonderful God is. She spent time every day talking with God. 

Anna would say, “Dear God, I love you!” 
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 Let’s do what Anna did! Let’s talk with God right now. Let’s say, “Dear God, I 

love you!” Now let’s tell God we love Him because of how wonderful He is. Aren’t you 

glad God is powerful and loving and kind?  

 

 Anna stayed at the Temple day and night. She liked to pray. Sometimes she prayed 

and asked God to send His Son to help the world. Sometimes she prayed and asked God 

to help her family, her friends or herself. When Anna prayed, she folded her hands and 

closed her eyes. Anna would say, “Dear God, please help us today.” 

 Let’s do what Anna did! Let’s pray right now. Let’s fold our hands and close our 

eyes. Let’s say, “Dear God, please help us today.” Now let’s ask God to help our family 

and our friends.  

 

 Anna worshipped God at the Temple. Sometimes she danced with joy! She would 

say, “Dear God, I’m happy because You love me!” She clapped her hands and thanked 

God for many things. She would say, “Thank You, God, for all the good things you do!” 

 Let’s do what Anna did! Let’s stand up and dance for joy. Let’s say, “Dear God, 

I’m happy because You love me!” Let’s clap our hands in praise of God. Let’s say, 

“Thank You, God, for all the good things you do!” What good things would you like to 

thank God for today? 
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One day, Mary and Joseph brought Baby Jesus to the Temple. Anna saw Baby 

Jesus and began praising God. She said, “Thank You, God, for sending us Your Son, 

Jesus.” She was so excited she told everyone she knew. 

Let’s do what Anna did! Let’s praise God for Jesus. Let’s say, “Thank You, 

God, for sending us Your Son, Jesus.” Let’s tell everyone about Jesus, too! We could 

send cards to our family. We could call our friends. We could invite our neighbors to 

come to church to learn more about Jesus. Let’s tell someone about Jesus right now! Who 

will you tell? 

 

 

 

 


