
 

 

 

Teacher’s Guide  

Jesus (Get To Know series)  
by Nancy I. Sanders 

 
The Christmas Manger 
Read-Aloud Story and Activity 
 
Read the following story aloud to your students. When finished, make a “manger” in your 
classroom. Use a box whose size will correspond to the number of your students. Set the 
empty box in a prominent location. Next to it, place a small basket full of straw or paper 
cut into thin strips. Invite the students to place one piece of straw or paper strip into the 
empty box each time they do one act of kindness. If you are using Jesus (Get To Know 
series) at a time during the year other than Christmas, give students one week to add 
straw to make the manger soft. When they come to class the following day after the week 
is over, have a small doll dressed like baby Jesus, wrapped in a soft white cloth, lying in 
the manger. If you are doing this lesson at Christmastime, do this activity the week 
leading up to Christmas vacation and put the doll in the manger on the very last day. 
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Discussion Questions and Activities that support Common Core 
 
Invite students to work together to make a list of the sequence of events that occurred at 
the birth of Jesus, referring to the text in Jesus (Get To Know series). Have students each 
choose one event from this list to illustrate in a picture on a 4 x 4-inch square of 
construction paper. Assemble these pictures on a bulletin board to create a timeline that 
shows the order of events of the birth of Jesus. After the timeline is displayed, invite 
students to explain orally what the timeline portrays. (CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.2.2, 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.2.5, CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.3.2) 
 
Make a Venn diagram to compare and contrast Rory and Luci from The Christmas 
Manger. Include their character traits, motivations, and feelings in the diagram. When 
finished, discuss together how the differences and similarities between the two influenced 
the sequence of events in the story. Describe how each of them responded to making the 
manger. (CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.2.3, CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.3.3)  
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The Christmas Manger 

By Nancy I. Sanders 

 

This same Good News that came to you is going out all over the world. 

It is changing lives everywhere, just as it changed yours that very first day you heard 

and understood the truth about God’s great kindness to sinners. 

-Colossians 1:6, NLT 

 

 “In Sunday School, Mrs. Patel explained how to make a Christmas manger!” Luci 

announced, climbing into the car after church. “We need a shoebox and some straw or 

soft cloth. Can I make a Christmas manger? Please? Ple-e-ease?” 

 “Whoa!” Dad said as he helped Luci’s little brother Rory snap his seatbelt. “Slow 

down. What happened?” 

 Luci spoke slowly while Mother got in the front. “Mrs. Patel explained how God did 

a kind thing by sending Baby Jesus. She said we can make a Christmas manger and do 

kind things, too. First, I’ll need a shoebox for a manger. Then, I’ll do kind things. When I 

do something kind, I’ll put a piece of straw into the manger. If I do a lot, the manger will 

be soft for Baby Jesus on Christmas morning!” 
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 “May I make a Christmas manger, too?” Rory asked as Dad started the car and 

headed home. “Luci could use my Roger Ranger shoebox.” 

 Luci’s mouth opened in surprise. “But that’s your special shoebox!”  

 “Why, Rory!” Mother said. “That’s a kind thing to do. You could put a piece of 

straw in your manger for sharing.” 

 “It’s settled!” Dad said. “Today we’re making Christmas mangers.” 

 

 After lunch, Luci got busy. She put the Roger Ranger shoebox in the family room. 

Then she went outside to the shed where Mother kept a bale of straw for the garden. Luci 

put some straw in a basket and took it into the family room.  

 Rory brought in an old shoebox. “Is there enough straw for me?” he asked. 

 “Not really,” Luci said. “But there’s more in the shed.” As Rory headed outside, 

Luci thought hard. What kind things could she do? 

 Luci spent the following week doing as many kind things as possible. She set the 

table. At school, she let Mario borrow a pencil. She gave cookies to her neighbors. Each 

time she did something kind, she proudly added another piece of straw.  

 By the time it was Christmas Eve, Luci’s manger was full. She saw, however, that 

Rory’s shoebox was nearly empty.  

When the family gathered in the family room for devotions, Luci could hardly 

contain her excitement. After they sang “Joy to the World,” Luci stood up from the 
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couch. “Look how much straw is in my Christmas manger!” she said proudly. She then 

told about the many kind things she had done. Rory sat as still as a mouse on the couch 

next to Mother. 

 “Thanks for sharing, Luci,” Dad said. “Now it’s Rory’s turn.” 

 Rory switched places with Luci and held up his shoebox. “One time, I made Luci’s 

bed. Another time, I did her chore.” Rory continued to describe the kind things he’d 

done. 

 Luci was surprised. Everything Rory had done had been for her! But she hadn’t even 

noticed. She had been too busy.  

 Rory’s bottom lip trembled. “I don’t have as much straw as Luci. Maybe my manger 

won’t be soft enough.” A tear slid down Rory’s cheek. 

 “But Rory,” Luci said. “Each one of your straws is special because you were really 

trying to be kind.” Luci gulped and looked at everyone. “I wasn’t trying to be kind. I was 

just trying to get the most.” 

 Suddenly, Luci had an idea. “We could put all our straw together and make one 

Christmas manger.” 

 Rory beamed. “Yes! Let’s make a Christmas manger together!” 

 Luci helped Rory dump his straw into her pile. Then they put the small shoebox 

inside the bigger one. It fit perfectly! 

 “Now it’s bedtime,” Dad said. “Tomorrow’s Christmas!” 
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 The next morning, Luci woke up. The Christmas manger! Luci hopped out of bed 

and ran down the hall. 

 Suddenly Luci stopped. She remembered Rory. She hadn’t thought of doing kind 

things for him before. But now things were different. Luci turned around. Maybe Rory 

would like to look, too. She tiptoed into his room and tickled his arm. Rory’s long 

eyelashes fluttered open, and he looked up at her. 

“Merry Christmas,” Luci said. 

 Rory grinned. “Let’s look in the Christmas manger!” 

 Both children raced into the family room. “Look!” Luci cried. “There’s Baby Jesus!” 

 Wonder of wonders, there on the straw, lay a little doll. Wrapped in cloth, Baby 

Jesus was smiling. 

 Rory touched the soft cloth. “Baby Jesus looks happy, doesn’t he?” 

 “Yes,” Luci agreed. “Baby Jesus is happy.” Her heart felt warm inside. She could do 

another kind thing for Rory, even though they were done filling the manger. She could do 

kind things for him all year long! That’s what Baby Jesus would really want. 

  “Would you like to hold him first?” Luci asked. 

 Rory’s face beamed as he picked up the doll. He cuddled Baby Jesus close. 

 Luci hugged her little brother. “Merry Christmas, Rory,” she whispered. 

 “Merry Christmas,” Rory whispered back. 


