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A Narrow Squeeze 
Readers Theater based on Matthew 19:23-24 
Grades 3 to 5 
10-15 minutes 
 
Staging:  
You may use this script with a small group of 3 students or with the whole 
class by assigning groups of students to read the parts of the Narrator and the 
camels. One option is to have the boys read the part of Sam the Camel and 
the girls read the part of Camille the Camel. Choose a volunteer to read the 
Narrator. 
 
Characters: 
Narrator 
Sam the Camel 
Camille the Camel 
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Discussion Questions and Activities that support Common Core 
Ask students to explain the central message of this example that Jesus told and explain 
which parts of the story support their answer. (CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.3.2, CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.5.2) 
 
Have students draw a picture of either Sam the Camel or Camille the Camel. Instruct 
them to write a list of character traits about the camel they drew and explain how these 
influenced the camel’s actions in the different events that happened in the story. 
(CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.3.3) 
 
Read the parable of the hidden treasure in Matthew 13:44. Compare it to Matthew 19:23-
24. How are the main themes similar? How are they different? Draw a Venn diagram to 
display the results. (CCSS.ELA-Literacy.4.9) 
 
Draw a Venn diagram to compare and contrast the similarities and differences between 
Sam the Camel and Camille the Camel. (CCSS.ELA-Literacy.5.3) 
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Reader’s Theater: A Narrow Squeeze  

by Nancy I. Sanders 

Based on Matthew 19:23-24 

 

Narrator: A caravan of camels marched in a long line along the road to 

Jerusalem. But one camel pushed her way to the front of the line. 

She was wearing fancy jewelry and shiny bells. 

Camille the Camel:  Step aside, everyone! Step aside. 

Sam the Camel:  What’s the hurry? Are you new? 

Camille the Camel: Yes. My last owner sold me. I now belong to a royal princess.  

See the beautiful silk tent upon my back and all the richly beaded 

embroidery? Your camel driver is taking me to Jerusalem to meet 

my new owner there. My name is Camille. 
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Sam the Camel:  My name is Sam. It’s nice to have you join our caravan. I’ll lead 

you safely through the desert.  

Camille the Camel: You call this a caravan? Why, I’ve never seen more ordinary 

camels in my life! Where are your gold necklaces? Where are your 

expensive saddles? Where are your silk tents with soft pillows for 

queens and princesses to ride in? 

Sam the Camel: We may look like ordinary camels but we have a very important 

job to do. Our owner is a follower of Jesus. Every week we return 

to Jerusalem, carrying fruits and vegetables our owner has grown. 

He shares it with the poor and needy living on the busy streets. He 

teaches them about how Jesus died and rose again so they might 

know God and be safe in His kingdom forevermore. 

Camille the Camel: Well! I’m too important to carry food and water. I belong to a 

princess now! My job will be to carry her!  

Narrator:  Camille pushed her way in front of Sam. 

Camille the Camel: Now I’ll be first in line. 

Sam the Camel:  But Camille, you don’t know the way through the desert. 

WATCH OUT! 
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Narrator:  It was too late. Camille tripped, tumbling down a sand dune.  

It took hours for the camel driver to dig Camille out of the sand. 

He had to shake the sand out of her expensive trappings, polish the 

jewels on her golden necklace, and clean up her fancy decorative 

straps. The caravan would be late! Finally, the camels moved on. 

Camille the Camel: All right, Sam. You can lead us through the desert. But when we 

reach Jerusalem, I’ll be first in line like I deserve! 

Narrator: It was dark by the time the caravan reached Jerusalem. As they 

approached the huge city gate, Camille pushed her way past Sam 

again and marched proudly in front. 

Camille the Camel: Open the city gate! I’m here!” 

Narrator:  Camille stood outside the gate, but nothing happened.  

It stayed shut tight. 

Sam the Camel: We’re too late to go through the big gate. It’s locked at night to 

keep out the robbers. Follow me over here. We’ll have to go 

through this little gate known as the Needle. 

Camille the Camel: But that gate’s too small! I can’t fit through! 

Sam the Camel: Of course you can! You just have to take off all your rich, fancy 

things first. Then you’ll fit. 
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Narrator: Sam knelt down on the ground. The other camels did the same. 

The camel driver and his helpers unpacked the camels. One by 

one, the camels got up and headed for the Needle. One by one, 

they crouched down and s-q-u-e-e-z-e-d though the little gate. It 

was a tight fit for each of the big camels, but they made it. 

Sam the Camel: Come on! We’re next. 

Camille the Camel: Never! If I take off my beautiful tent and important trappings, I’ll 

look just like every other ordinary camel. What will the princess 

think? 

Sam the Camel: But there might be robbers nearby. 

Narrator: Just then the noise of angry men and running horses sped toward 

the city. 

Sam the Camel: Camille, hurry! Robbers are coming, and they will take you away! 

Narrator: Camille the camel knelt quickly. Sam pushed her fine jewels and 

coverings to the ground. Camille and Sam squeezed through the 

Needle as a band of robbers galloped up and ran off with the 

treasures Camille had been wearing just a moment before. The gate 

slammed shut behind them. 

Camille the Camel: They were so close! I was frightened I would not get in. 
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Sam the Camel: I’m glad you made it. 

Camille the Camel: You are? But what about my gold necklace, silk pillows, and 

expensive saddle? 

Sam the Camel: All your riches and fancy things aren’t important. The important 

thing is that you’re inside the city now, safe from harm. 

Narrator: Camille and Sam taught us an important lesson about God’s 

kingdom today. It doesn’t matter how much money or things we 

have. What matters is that we trust in Jesus to save us so we can be 

safe in God’s kingdom forever. 

 


