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Teacher’s Guide for David (Get to Know Biographies) 
For more resources and other pages in the teacher’s guide, please visit: 
http://gettoknowbiographies.wordpress.com/parents-and-educators/ 
 
Hope in the Desert 
Readers Theater based on 1 Samuel 30:1-20  
Grades 2 to 5 
10-15 minutes 
 
Staging:  
You may use this script with a small group of 8 students or with the whole 
class by assigning groups of students to read each part. One option is to have 
all the boys read Simeon’s part and all the girls read Leah’s part with several 
of the students taking the remaining parts.   
 
Characters: 
Narrators 1 and 2 
Soldiers 1 and 2 
Friends 1 and 2 
Simeon 
Leah 
  



 

Get to Know King David. Learn about other books in the series, 
find fun puzzles and exciting activities, and explore online 
resources at www.GetToKnowBiographies.wordpress.com. 

King David (Get To Know series) by Nancy I. Sanders, published by Zonderkidz 

Discussion Questions and Activities that support Common Core 
Divide students into small groups. Instruct each group to investigate deserts using an 
encyclopedia or other reference and compile a list of harsh elements found in a desert 
environment such as lack of water, extreme heat, scorpions, and poisonous snakes. Invite 
groups to share their results and make a master list on the board. Assign students to write 
one or more paragraphs using at least three examples from the list to explain some of the 
reasons why captives would feel helpless and hopeless marching through a desert. 
(W.2.2, W.3.2.B, W.4.2.D, W.5.2.D) 
 
Introduce this read-aloud script to your students. Make a list of vocabulary words on the 
board which they are not familiar with. Demonstrate and have students practice 
expressing different emotions for the different parts. For example, the soldiers can speak 
with a harsh, angry voice and shake their fists. The two friends can smile and speak with 
excitement. Leah can frown, hang her head, and speak in a sorrowful voice at the 
beginning of the script. Simeon can hold his head up, stand tall, and speak with 
confidence. When ready, have students perform this read-aloud script. (RF.2.4.B, 
RF.3.4.B, RF.4.4.B, RF.5.4.B) 
 
Ask students to describe how both Leah and Simeon responded to the tragedy of getting 
captured. Have them use examples of Leah’s or Simeon’s dialogue or actions to support 
their answers. Invite them to share which character they identify with more in this story 
and explain why. (RL.2.3, RL.3.3, RL.4.3, RL.5.3) 
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Hope in the Desert 

By Nancy I. Sanders 

Based on 1 Samuel 30:1-20 

 

Narrator 1: While David and his Mighty Men had been away from home on important 

business, an army of enemy soldiers had captured everyone staying behind 

in their village of Ziklag.  
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Narrator 2:  Now all their families, friends, and neighbors were being marched along 

through the desert as captives. Two friends, Simeon and Leah marched at 

the very back of the line. 

Soldier 1: Hup, two, three, four. 

Left, right. Left, right. 

Soldier 2: Hurry along there! 

Soldier 1: March faster.  

Soldier 2: Keep up with the others. 

Narrators 1: The soldiers rode on their donkeys to a different part of the line. 

Leah: This is terrible. What is going to happen now that the soldiers have 

captured all of us? 

Simeon: I know everything looks bad right now, but try not to feel too sad or 

worried. 

Leah:   How can you say that at an awful time like this? 

Simeon:  Do you remember the stories your dad told us about our leader David 

when he was a boy? 
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Leah: Yes, I remember. The prophet Samuel told David that one day he would 

be king of all Israel. God chose David to be the new king. That’s why my 

dad and your dad joined David’s army and became two of his Mighty 

Men. 

Simeon: That’s right. God gave David a promise. And God never breaks his 

promises. 

Leah:  But that’s a promise for David. What about us? 

Simeon: Don’t you remember the words David wrote in a psalm to encourage us 

all? David said that God is our Shepherd. He said that God promises to 

protect us and provide us with all we need. God will take care of us. 

You’ll see. It’s a promise! 

Narrator: The two friends continued to march through the sand as day turned into 

darkness. Finally, everyone stopped marching. Campfires were built. 

Narrator 2: Leah repeated Simeon’s words of hope to her mother, who repeated 

Simeon’s words to their neighbor. Soon Simeon’s words had spread 

around to all their neighbors and friends.  

Friend 1: God will take care of us! It’s a promise. 

Friend 2: Yes, God will take care of us. It’s a promise! 
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Narrator 1: That night, Simeon fell into a troubled sleep. He was very tired from 

marching.  

Narrator 2: Just after midnight, he woke up with a start. A great thunder of donkeys’ 

hoof beats sounded. Simeon jumped up.  

Narrator 1: David and his Mighty Men! They had come altogether as a team to rescue 

their families, friends, and neighbors.  

Narrator 2: This time Simeon and Leah led the way. They were marching home! 

Leah:  You were right. God really did take care of us. 

Simeon:  That’s because God always keeps his promises! 

  

 


