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The Great Day of the Feast 

By Nancy I. Sanders 

 

 “I’m thirsty,” James said. 

 “Here, have some water,” his friend Reuben said. “I’ve got plenty left for our 

journey.” 
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 James took a long drink from Reuben’s water vessel. The two friends were walking 

with their families along the crowded road toward Jerusalem. Everyone was heading into 

Jerusalem, it seemed, to celebrate the Feast of Booths. The sun was shining and it was 

very, very hot. 

 James handed the water vessel back to Reuben. As he did, he remembered 

something. “My aunt said she met a Man named Jesus who told her if she drinks from 

His water she will never be thirsty again.” 

 Reuben laughed. “That Man’s crazy! Nobody has water like that. Where did she 

meet this Jesus?” 

 “He was sitting at the well in Samaria.” James laughed, too. “It does sound crazy, 

doesn’t it?” But as they walked along the dusty road, James couldn’t help thinking about 

how his aunt was different now. She’d been different ever since she met Jesus that day at 

the well. 

 Soon, James and Reuben and their families arrived at Jerusalem. The hillside outside 

the city gates was dotted with shelters, or booths, made from branches. James took a deep 

breath and smelled the delicious aroma of food cooking over the many campfires. The 

rest of the day, James and Reuben helped build a large booth their families would share. 

They tied on pomegranates and palm branches and soon had a sort of house made out of 

branches for them all to sleep in. 
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 That night, James lay on his back and looked up through the branches of the roof. He 

saw the stars twinkling above. He heard the soft breathing sounds of Reuben and their 

families asleep all around him. James thought about his aunt and how she had met Jesus. 

She said she believed the words Jesus said. James wondered… 

 The next thing James knew, it was morning. The sunlight shone down through the 

branches and onto his face. James jumped out of bed. He loved this special time each 

year when his family came to Jerusalem and camped in booths. They would visit the 

Temple! And the food his mother would cook! 

 “Where have you been, sleepyhead!” Reuben greeted when James came outside. 

“I’ve already been inside the city gates and back again.” 

 James grinned. “I guess I was just tired. I must have worked harder than you.” 

 Reuben laughed. Then he got serious. “I saw some Roman soldiers,” he said.  

 James’ eyes opened wide. “What were they doing?” 

 “They stood near one of the gates,” Reuben explained. “I heard them say they were 

looking for Jesus and that He was a troublemaker because He stirred the people up with 

His strange words.” 

 “I wish I could see the soldiers,” James said.  

 “You will,” Reuben said. “They’re everywhere.” 

 Reuben was right. All that week, during the Feast of Booths, James saw Roman 

soldiers on the streets of Jerusalem. He saw other important people, too. Pharisees! And 
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chief priests! Talk was everywhere, it seemed, about the Man named Jesus. Some said He 

was crazy. Others said He did miracles and made a blind man see. Others said He should 

be arrested. Still others said this Jesus was the Messiah, the long awaited Hope of Israel. 

James didn’t know what to think—everyone had such different things to say! 

 Finally, it was the last and most important day of the Feast. On this great day of the 

Feast, James and Reuben and their families were at the Temple. Suddenly, a man stood 

up and cried out to the crowd in a loud voice, “Let anyone who is thirsty come to Me and 

drink! Does anyone believe in Me?” 

 It felt as if a lightning bolt ran through James’s heart. “This must be Jesus!” he 

whispered in excitement to Reuben as the crowd erupted in voices all around them, 

questioning Jesus’s actions. “Those are the same words my aunt told me that Jesus said to 

her!” 

 Reuben looked at James. “He wanted to know if we believe. What is He talking 

about?” 

 “My aunt said He is the Messiah, the Promised One,” James explained. “She 

believes He is the Savior of the world. He told her everything she’d ever done. She said 

He healed people. He fed people fish and bread when there wasn’t any food.” 

 James looked hard at Reuben. He took a deep breath. “Nobody can do miracles 

except God. Jesus must be the Messiah! Now I believe, too!” 

  


